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Statutory Framework & The Digital
Infrastructure Transition

Census 2027, which is India's 16th census and the 8th since Independence, is conducted under the Census Act,
1948, and the Census Rules, 1990, exercised through Entry 69 of the Union List under Article 246 of the
Constitution.
The exercise is split into two statutory phases: Phase 1, which consists of House Listing & Housing Census (HLO),
running from April 1 to September 30, 2026, in a staggered 30-day window per State/UT and Phase 2 which is the
Population Enumeration (PE), scheduled for February 2027.
Census 2027 is India's first fully digital census where enumerators use a secure, offline-capable mobile app
(Android/iOS) instead of paper schedules, submitting data directly to a central server.
A Census Management & Monitoring System (CMMS) portal handles enumerator/supervisor appointment letters
and ID cards, work allocation, training, HLB creation, and near-real-time progress monitoring via a dashboard.
This indicates a shift from tabulation through manual data entry on a paper schedule to a more of a real time
digital one comprising of an enumerator app and a centralised server.

Sources: PIB Registrar General & Census Commissioner of India; Press Releases, 2026; The Patriot; Delhi self-enumeration data (May 2026).



Macro-Demographics - The Population vs.
Household Divergence

Phase 1 provisional data which is the House Listing Operations completed on 14 June 2026,
records 2,30,78,796 residents across 54,98,560 households and 75,98,982 census houses in Delhi's
13 districts.
Compared against the Census 2011, reflecting 1.68 crore population and  34.36 lakh households,
there is a 37.5% rise in population but a 60% rise in households, thereby showing households are
multiplying about 1.6x faster than people.
Delhi's average household size falls from 4.89 persons in 2011 to roughly 4.2 persons per
household in the Phase 1 count, showing a 14 per cent contraction and reflecting the breaking
down of the joint family structure. 
Economically, each household is an independent "consumption unit" comprising a separate
electricity meter, water connection, kitchen, and durables basket. A city adding households
faster than people therefore sees urban demand fragment and multiply, even as headline
population growth moderates.



Spatial Asymmetries & District-Level Density Paradoxes

• Population is sharply concentrated in some spheres of the city. North East Delhi is the most
populous district with 28.69 lakh residents packed into just 62 km², a provisional density of
above 46,000 persons/km², among the highest of any urban district in India. It is also
dominated by dense low-rise and JJ-cluster housing near the Delhi–UP border.

• South West Delhi tops the housing-stock table with 8.2 lakh census houses and 6.25 lakh
households, the highest of any district. However it is spread across 420 km², making it Delhi's
largest district by area, so its density stays under 6,000/km². Volume of stock does not equal
crowding as much of it sits in still-urbanising outer villages and low-rise farmhouse belts.

• The New Delhi district (NDMC + Cantonment) posts have the lowest count on every metric,
showing 2.45 lakh residents, 63,050 households, and 1.03 lakh houses. Its 35 km² of embassy
estates, government offices, and parkland keeps effective residential density among the
lowest of Delhi's 13 districts despite its central location.



India’s transition from the joint family system to the
nuclear family system poses a significant change in the
consumption pattern of people in urban areas. The same
number of people living in smaller households may have a
demand for more consumer durables. For instance, 100
people living in 20 joint families will have a demand for
only 20 refrigerators. However, the same number of people
living in 40 nuclear families will have a need for 40
refrigerators. The demand for air-conditioners, Wifi
connections, LPG connections, and washing machines will
follow the same pattern.

This shift from the joint family system to the nuclear family
system has already made a considerable impact on the
consumer durables and fast-moving consumers goods
(FMCG) sectors. The consumption of entry-level products
has skyrocketed as every household now buys a certain
number of products. Therefore, the urban consumption
pattern changes as it follows the number of households and
determines the demand for goods in the local economy.

2026 is an estimate based on demographic and household trend projections.
Source: Census of India 2011; NFHS-5; MOSPI (Estimates for 2026).

The Economics of "Nuclearization" and Urban Consumption
Moreover, the transition to the nuclear family system affects the utility
bill prices in urban areas. The number of electricity connections
increases, and the demand for piped water, coal, LPG, broadband
subscriptions, and garbage management rises. The price of each
connection has a significant impact on the local economy and is often a
primary driver of inflation in metro cities.

https://censusindia.gov.in/nada/index.php/catalog/7303
https://censusindia.gov.in/nada/index.php/catalog/7303


Delhi’s housing market is characterized by a gap between the
supply of housing and its demand. According to census
statistics, the number of houses in high-end localities like
South West Delhi and West Delhi greatly exceeds the number
of occupied homes. It suggests that there is a surplus of
housing since many houses are not occupied by households.

Housing surplus can arise due to multiple reasons, such as
speculation, inheritance, disputes, redevelopment, and
vacancies of owners. Most of the houses in Delhi become
vacant because landowners do not want to rent them due to
low capital gains, and they are difficult to put up for sale.

Landlords’ incentives not to rent their properties play the
primary role in the phenomenon of vacant houses in Delhi.
For example, house rental yields in Delhi are between 2-3%,
which is lower than the annual appreciation rate. Moreover, a
growing number of landlords are against tenancy because of
the challenges of litigation, maintenance, and possession, as
well as other hardships.

Source: Census of India 2011, Delhi Economic Survey.

Real Estate Supply Elasticity vs. Speculative Vacancy

Therefore, the vacant housing surplus worsens the situation in the
housing market. It explains why house prices in the capital are so
high since there is a limited supply of houses available for rent or
sale.

https://www.censusindia.gov.in/nada/index.php/catalog/11310/study-description


Delhi’s welfare model is based on utility subsidies, including
free electricity up to 200 units and heavily subsidized water.
However, unlike many other welfare programs, these are
provided on a household basis, not per person. As Indian
society moves from joint to nuclear families, the number of
subsidised electricity and water connections increases,
creating a fiscal burden on the government.

The transition from joint to nuclear families will have a
significant impact on the subsidy system in Delhi. For example,
if 100 people were to live in 20 joint families, only 20 electricity
and water connections would be subsidized. However, if these
100 people were to live in 32-40 nuclear families (60% more),
the number of subsidized connections would increase by
almost 2 times. Since subsidies are provided on a household
basis, not a per capita basis, the fiscal burden on the
government will increase.

Source: Delhi Budget 2024–25, Delhi Economic Survey 2023–24

Fiscal Strain on the Quasi-Fiscal
Subsidy Architecture

Utility subsidies are taking a growing share of Delhi’s fiscal
resources. As the capital approaches 100% nuclear families, the
cost of subsidies will grow, leaving less room in the budget for
other areas of social spending, including healthcare, education,
transport, and the environment. To address this, a targeted DBT
(Direct Benefit Transfer) approach using inventory data on
household income, housing, and assets could be an effective
solution while ensuring fiscal responsibility.

https://finance.delhi.gov.in/finance/budget-glance


CapEx Reallocation Requirements: The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) must shift
its Capital Expenditure (CapEx) focus from routine maintenance in affluent areas to high-
priority "Heat Hotspots" where housing development has outpaced municipal services.
The ₹11,266 crore provision for MCD in the 2026-27 budget should prioritize the 56% of
wards where over 75% of the area is persistently heat-stressed.
Infrastructure Indices vs. Growth:

Solid Waste Management (SWM): Implementation of 2026 SWM Rules is lagging by at
least a year; formal collection is critical in areas projected to generate 15,292 metric
tonnes of waste daily by 2028.
Sewage & Water: Large-scale "unplanned self-constructed" housing in Samaypur
Badli and Sangam Vihar lacks formal sewage networks, creating urban vulnerabilities.

The Core Problem: Rapid housing growth in peripheral wards like Karala, Najafgarh, and
Chhawla has created "unplanned urban extensions" with little to no greenery or formal
waste management, leading to temperatures reaching up to 60.77°C in summer.

Municipal CapEx Dispersal and Infrastructure Lag

https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/Planning/highlights_of_gnctd_budget_2026-27_english.pdf
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/urban-bodies-may-take-1-yr-to-frame-bylaws-for-implementing-swm-rules/articleshow/131072363.cms
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf


Mapping Informal Housing: Material metrics indicate that JJ bastis and unauthorized
colonies are characterized by overcrowded, unventilated structures built with heat-retaining
materials such as tin sheets and tarpauline.
Material metrics & Living Conditions:

76% of mapped JJ bastis (housing ~1.32 million people) are located in recurring heat-
stressed areas.
Materials like tin and metal roofs lack thermal comfort, and households often lack the
resources for active cooling (ACs), compounding physiological vulnerability.

The Economic Formalization Angle (PM-UDAY):
The new "as-is where-is" policy for 1,511 colonies removes the requirement for layout
plans, allowing 45 lakh residents to secure property documents within 45 days.
Ownership & Upgrades: Legal status allows residents to access bank loans for formal
structural upgrades (e.g., moving from Kutcha to Pucca structures) and enables the MCD
to finally provide formal civic infrastructure like paved roads and sewage.

Informal Urbanism: Mapping Unauthorized Colonies & Slum Clusters

https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://images.assettype.com/downtoearth/2026-06-02/81rlzt63/http___cdn_cseindia_org_attachments_0_82252300_1779080010_making_delhi_heat_resilient.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/unauthorised-colonies-pm-uday-scheme-delhi-cm-rekha-gupta-centre-regularisation-10783662/
https://www.policyedge.in/p/mainstreaming-the-margins-delhi-to-regularise-1511-colonies-on-as-is-where-is-basis


UT Political Economy: As a Union Territory with a legislature, Delhi operates a Consolidated
Fund separate from the Government of India but faces unique structural inequality in federal
transfers.
The Devolution Deficit: Despite a population nearing 2.3 crore and massive infrastructural
demands, Delhi remains excluded from the 41% horizontal devolution formula recommended
by the 16th Finance Commission for states.
Extreme Revenue Reliance:

Delhi is self-financed to an extraordinary degree, with 84.25% of its revenue receipts
coming from its own tax revenue (SGST, VAT, State Excise, and Stamp Duty).
GST/VAT alone account for 71.32% of Delhi's tax revenue.

Fiscal Vulnerability: This reliance makes infrastructure funding highly sensitive to local
economic disruptions. Furthermore, local body funding is hindered by the non-constitution of
the 6th Delhi Finance Commission (pending since 2017), leaving the MCD reliant on outdated
2016-17 funding formulas.

The Devolution Deficit & Federal Fiscal Asymmetry

https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/Planning/4_chapter_4_public_finance.pdf
https://prsindia.org/policy/report-summaries/report-of-the-16th-finance-commission-for-2026-31
https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/Planning/4_chapter_4_public_finance.pdf
https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/Planning/4_chapter_4_public_finance.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/mcds-financial-stagnation-and-pending-projects/articleshow/112300228.cms


Indicator Rural female Urban female Rural male Urban male

LFPR 36.60% 24.80% 77.90% 75.30%

WPR 34.70% 22.70% 74.10% 70.70%

UR 5.00% 8.40% 4.90% 6.00%

Indicator Urban Rural NCT Delhi overall

Basic drinking water
source

98%+ 98%+ 98%+

Clean cooking fuel 99% 99% 99%

Improved sanitation
facility

79.70% 83.50% 79.80%

No sanitation facility 1.20% 2.20% 1.30%

Gendered Labor Force Implications & Household Infrastructure

Delhi's Phase 1 housing data confirms near-universal
basic infrastructure access. NFHS-5 records 98% of
households with a basic drinking water source and 99%
using clean cooking fuel, with negligible urban-rural
variation. Sanitation lags behind at 79.8%, but even this
gap is roughly uniform across sectors. This undercuts a
straightforward infrastructure-deprivation explanation
for low female labour force participation, since amenity
access in Delhi is already high and fairly evenly
distributed.
The more informative gap sits in the national labour
market data rather than in housing access. PLFS figures
for June 2026 show urban female LFPR at 24.8% against
urban male LFPR of 75.3%, a fifty-point spread that
persists despite near-universal water, fuel, and rising
sanitation access nationally. Time freed by better
household infrastructure does not appear to convert into
formal labour force entry. The barrier is more likely
structural and cultural rather than a function of unpaid
domestic labour time, which is what Phase 1 data alone
can measure.

Household infrastructure access, NCT of Delhi (NFHS-5, 2019-21)

Female labor force indicators, India (PLFS Monthly Bulletin, June 2026, CWS, age 15+)

https://ruralindiaonline.org/en/library/resource/national-family-health-survey-nfhs-5-2019-21-national-capital-territory-nct-of-delhi/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2284814&reg=48&lang=1


Urban Migration Signals & Multi-Local Workers
Phase 1 data cannot capture individual migration histories directly, but
Delhi's last full migration count, Census 2011, recorded 22.65 lakh migrants
with 0 to 9 years of residence in the city, split almost evenly between men
and women. The more revealing signal is compositional. NSSO rounds
from 1993-94 to 2007-08 show employment-related migration among male
migrants falling from 71.25% to 60.58%, even as Delhi's overall urban
migration rate rose from 34.42% to 42.27% over the same period. The gap is
filled by marriage and associational migration, meaning Delhi's inflow is
diversifying beyond the classic single worker in search of a job pattern
that dominated the 1990s. This matters for reading Phase 1 housing data
correctly, a rising migration rate no longer maps cleanly onto floating
workforce, since a growing share is family formation rather than
employment churn. For genuine floating and multi-local workers, informal
sector employment concentration is the better proxy available at district
level. Sixth Economic Census data show Central district holding the
highest concentration of informal workers, at 150,671 or 17% of Delhi's
informal workforce total, with West and North-West districts following.
Historic industrial clusters near Okhla, dating to the first Master Plan in
1962, remain part of this footprint but do not dominate it, the way the
outline's framing might suggest.

Source: NCT Delhi (Census 2011, NSSO 49th and 64th
rounds, Sixth Economic Census 2013-14)

https://online.dda.org.in/mpd2041dda/_layouts/MPD2041FINALSUGGESTION/Baseline_%20Demography,%20Economy%20and%20Employment_160721.pdf
https://online.dda.org.in/mpd2041dda/_layouts/MPD2041FINALSUGGESTION/Baseline_%20Demography,%20Economy%20and%20Employment_160721.pdf


Heat and density
 North East Delhi is the most populous Phase 1 district, at 2.87 million residents packed
into roughly 805,000 census houses. Land surface temperature research shows heat
island intensity peaks in exactly this kind of zone: dense, low vegetation, heavily built.
The mechanism is straightforward. Concrete and pucca roofing absorb heat by day and
release it slowly at night, so dense districts cool less between peak hours. Electricity
demand confirms this pattern, tracking district level surface temperature closely,
which suggests a feedback loop where heat drives cooling demand, and cooling demand
strains the same grid already serving a denser population. Delhi's official Heat Wave
Action Plan now uses satellite thermal mapping to flag these hotspots directly, formally
treating built density as a risk factor rather than a side effect.
Drainage and structure
 The same structural density creates a second, related problem underground. The Flood
Control Order 2026 assigns an accountable officer to every identified waterlogging
point across all 13 districts. Dense districts like South West and North East face outsized
exposure here too, for a similar physical reason: impervious concrete surfaces block
natural absorption and push rainwater straight into a drainage network that several
agencies jointly manage but rarely coordinate in real time. Heat and flooding, in other
words, are not separate risks. They share the same root cause.
The pattern
 Plotting structural density against a composite of heat, waterlogging, and pollution-
trapping risk places North East and Central Delhi squarely in the critical overlap zone.
Lower-density, greener districts like New Delhi fall well outside it. This is not a
coincidence of geography; it follows directly from how each district was built. Climate
adaptation spending should follow the same map, concentrated where housing stress
and climate exposure already overlap.

Environmental Vulnerability &
Climate Risk Overlays

Sources: Business Standard, Environmental Monitoring and Assessment,
Sustainable Cities and Society, DDMA Heat Wave Action Plan, The Tribune 

https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/delhi-census-2027-phase-one-population-household-districts-wise-data-126061600401_1.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-025-14390-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2212095520306775
https://ddma.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/ddma/generic_multiple_files/final_hap_12.04.2024.pdf
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/delhi/delhi-activates-district-flood-committees-control-room/


India’s first census system (designed from the start to be digital) greatly
enhances processing efficiency but also introduces new data quality risks.
The Registrar General & Census Commissioner (RGI) has deployed mobile
applications with geo-tagging, real-time validation and centralised uploads
to reduce transcription errors associated with paper schedules. However,
evidence from the UN Statistical Commission shows that digital censuses
remain vulnerable to connectivity failures, incomplete uploads, duplicate
records and device synchronisation errors. The challenge has therefore
shifted from manual compilation to algorithmic validation, requiring large-
scale de-duplication, consistency checks and post-enumeration verification
before Phase II population data can be released.
Low self-enumeration participation reflects behavioural rather than
technological constraints. Although census authorities have introduced a
Self-Enumeration (SE) portal, digital participation remains limited due to
digital literacy gaps, authentication concerns, language barriers and fears
regarding personal data use. The UN Principles and Recommendations for
Population and Housing Censuses (Rev.3) emphasise that public trust
directly influences response accuracy, making communication strategy as
important as technological infrastructure.
The greatest statistical risk remains omission rather than duplication.
Rental households, migrant workers, informal settlements and rapidly
changing urban neighbourhoods are systematically harder to enumerate.
Consequently, post-enumeration surveys, imputation models and address
verification are essential to ensure administrative planning, fiscal transfers
and future policy decisions rely on statistically robust household datasets
rather than digitally collected but incompletely validated records. Source: United Nations Statistics Division (2017), , United Nations Economic Commission for

Europe (UNECE), PIB

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Principles_and_Recommendations/Population-and-Housing-Censuses/Series_M67rev3-E.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Doc4_Tech_2412809E.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Doc4_Tech_2412809E.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2026/apr/doc2026425856601.pdf


The Delhi Census Phase I provides the first empirical test of the
assumptions underlying MPD-2041. The Draft Master Plan envisions
growth through Transit-Oriented Development, compact urbanisation
and Land Pooling Policy (LPP), among others. Nevertheless, the
forthcoming phase of household growth will significantly outpace
population growth an implication of the provisional Phase I estimates
such that planning for additional dwellings, utility connections and
neighbourhood infrastructure with no increase in population becomes an
overwhelming challenge for the city.
 Disaggregating household structure may change infrastructure demand
beyond MPD-2041. There is a higher demand for electricity meters from
smaller households as well as water connections, parking space and
amenities. So, planning according to only population density
underestimates the requirement of infrastructure. The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) recognises that infrastructure planning
must rely on the latest census-verified demographic facts. As such,
Census Phase I is a crucial calibration instrument before the long-term
rollout of TOD corridors and the Land Pooling zones.
Future land allocation should increasingly follow households geography
rather than population geography.  In the event that Census Phase I
detects that households are increasing in regions outside the defined
growth corridors, MPD-2041 may require adjustments in zoning
priorities, affordable housing allocation, and transport investment.
Melding Census evidence with land-use modelling will deliver greater
infrastructure efficiency while reducing unplanned peripheral expansion,
besides spatial inequalities in Delhi.

Source: Delhi Development Authority, PIB 

https://dda.gov.in/master-plans
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2249682&lang=1&reg=1&utm_source=chatgpt.com


 The census of delhi marks a change of gear in urban governance rather than merely a demographic
exercise. Planning, in the past, relied only on population growth. However, Phase I highlights that now
infrastructure demand, fiscal expenditure and service delivery are determined increasingly by
number, distribution and composition of households. This change fundamentally alters how
governments distribute housing and utility and municipal resources.
 The fragmentation of households has a ripple effect on public finances and urban infrastructure.
More and more households, irrespective of growth in population, mean more demands for electricity
connections, drinking water, sanitation, waste management, digital connectivity and transport. As a
result, fiscal pressures grow at a faster rate than demographic pressures. The governments will thus
have to move away from universal provisioning to more targeted data-based allocation mechanisms
which are backed by Census-based household mapping.
 The strategic importance of Census Phase I is in converting demographic information into
governance intelligence. Delhi can reorient the investment in infrastructure, target subsidy better,
plan for climate resilience and implement MPD-2041 by using housing characteristics, spatial
distribution and digital enumeration. The central policy narrative therefore evolves from
Demographics to Household Fragmentation to Fiscal Pressure to Evidence-Based Policy Correction.
Census Phase I shall be an operational planning instrument and not a mere statistic.



Thank You!
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	India’s first census system (designed from the start to be digital) greatly enhances processing efficiency but also introduces new data quality risks. The Registrar General & Census Commissioner (RGI) has deployed mobile applications with geo-tagging, real-time validation and centralised uploads to reduce transcription errors associated with paper schedules. However, evidence from the UN Statistical Commission shows that digital censuses remain vulnerable to connectivity failures, incomplete uploads, duplicate records and device synchronisation errors. The challenge has therefore shifted from manual compilation to algorithmic validation, requiring large-scale de-duplication, consistency checks and post-enumeration verification before Phase II population data can be released.
	Low self-enumeration participation reflects behavioural rather than technological constraints. Although census authorities have introduced a Self-Enumeration (SE) portal, digital participation remains limited due to digital literacy gaps, authentication concerns, language barriers and fears regarding personal data use. The UN Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses (Rev.3) emphasise that public trust directly influences response accuracy, making communication strategy as important as technological infrastructure.
	The greatest statistical risk remains omission rather than duplication. Rental households, migrant workers, informal settlements and rapidly changing urban neighbourhoods are systematically harder to enumerate. Consequently, post-enumeration surveys, imputation models and address verification are essential to ensure administrative planning, fiscal transfers and future policy decisions rely on statistically robust household datasets rather than digitally collected but incompletely validated records.
	The Delhi Census Phase I provides the first empirical test of the assumptions underlying MPD-2041. The Draft Master Plan envisions growth through Transit-Oriented Development, compact urbanisation and Land Pooling Policy (LPP), among others. Nevertheless, the forthcoming phase of household growth will significantly outpace population growth an implication of the provisional Phase I estimates such that planning for additional dwellings, utility connections and neighbourhood infrastructure with no increase in population becomes an overwhelming challenge for the city.
	Disaggregating household structure may change infrastructure demand beyond MPD-2041. There is a higher demand for electricity meters from smaller households as well as water connections, parking space and amenities. So, planning according to only population density underestimates the requirement of infrastructure. The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) recognises that infrastructure planning must rely on the latest census-verified demographic facts. As such, Census Phase I is a crucial calibration instrument before the long-term rollout of TOD corridors and the Land Pooling zones.
	Future land allocation should increasingly follow households geography rather than population geography.  In the event that Census Phase I detects that households are increasing in regions outside the defined growth corridors, MPD-2041 may require adjustments in zoning priorities, affordable housing allocation, and transport investment. Melding Census evidence with land-use modelling will deliver greater infrastructure efficiency while reducing unplanned peripheral expansion, besides spatial inequalities in Delhi.
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	The census of delhi marks a change of gear in urban governance rather than merely a demographic exercise. Planning, in the past, relied only on population growth. However, Phase I highlights that now infrastructure demand, fiscal expenditure and service delivery are determined increasingly by number, distribution and composition of households. This change fundamentally alters how governments distribute housing and utility and municipal resources.
	The fragmentation of households has a ripple effect on public finances and urban infrastructure. More and more households, irrespective of growth in population, mean more demands for electricity connections, drinking water, sanitation, waste management, digital connectivity and transport. As a result, fiscal pressures grow at a faster rate than demographic pressures. The governments will thus have to move away from universal provisioning to more targeted data-based allocation mechanisms which are backed by Census-based household mapping.
	The strategic importance of Census Phase I is in converting demographic information into governance intelligence. Delhi can reorient the investment in infrastructure, target subsidy better, plan for climate resilience and implement MPD-2041 by using housing characteristics, spatial distribution and digital enumeration. The central policy narrative therefore evolves from Demographics to Household Fragmentation to Fiscal Pressure to Evidence-Based Policy Correction. Census Phase I shall be an operational planning instrument and not a mere statistic.
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